Tier re-classification requests TEMPLATE
Note: This document is provided as a template for the 1-2 page summary that should accompany your request for tier re-classification for the Tier III indicator by 1 October 2018 or on a rolling basis thereafter.

Additional information/documentation that should accompany the summary include:
- Draft metadata (Word file only please)
- Full methodology development narrative (including list of pilot countries, data and other results from pilot studies)
- Any other relevant material you would like to provide

Indicator Number and Name: Indicator 9.1.1: Proportion of the rural population who live within 2 km of an all-season road
Custodian Agency: World Bank	
Current Tier: III
Proposed Tier: II

1. Background and rationale for indicator re-classification
Commonly known as the Rural Access Index (RAI), the indicator’s methodology has been developed by the World Bank and validated with partner agencies and countries.  
The RAI has been included as part of the Global Tracking Framework of the Sustainable Mobility for All initiative (SuM4All). SuM4All, brings together a diverse and influential group of transport stakeholders to speak with one global voice on implementing the SDGs in the transport sector. With membership including Multilateral Development Banks, UN institutions, private sector representatives, bilateral donors, and civil society institutions, SuM4All has become the venue for collective action in the sector. By adopting and supporting the development of RAI, SuM4All has raised the profile of the indicator, not just as an SDG tracking indicator, but as part of the transport sector’s working lexicon. 
RAI data has been formally published for 8 countries, with another 15 to be published by early 2019.  Some countries have begun internalizing the indicator and are generating the RAI at a subnational level, incorporating it into their road agency planning and NSO reporting.
With an agreed definition and methodology already developed, as well as with data on over 20 countries, we feel the RAI should be considered for reclassification as a Tier 2 indicator. 
2. Information on how and when the methodology has become an international standard and who is the governing body that approves it
The methodology was developed by the World Bank in 2016, in collaboration with 8 pilot countries and ReCAP (Research for Community Access Partnership). Country consultations have been ongoing since, with demonstrated adoption of the methodology from a range of countries. 
The RAI has been adopted into the Global Tracking Framework for the Sustainable Mobility for All initiative (SuM4All), as mentioned above, with a commitment to implement the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and transform the transport sector.
The World Bank has partnered with the UKAid funded Research for Community Access Partnership (ReCAP), DFID, and several of the regional development banks to form an RAI working group. This group meets quarterly to discuss progress on the RAI, review proposed changes/alternate data sources, and plan for the socialization of the indicator with country partners. 
3. Development and testing of the methodology (please also include information on how NSSs, and in particular NSOs, are involved in methodology development, data collection and data validation)
Calculation of the RAI is based on the overlay of publicly available population data with road location and performance data provided by government road agencies. As such, road agencies have been the natural government partner for collecting data and calculating the index. Now that the indicator methodology has been agreed and is being shared and discussed with national counterparts, the working group is connecting NSOs with road agencies to build co-ownership and cooperation in producing the indicator.
In addition, the rural transport community has continued to expand the knowledge and tools surrounding the indicator. In a number of countries there are relevant exercises to measure road accessibility led by NSOs. For instance, in Bangladesh, the government maps population by associating citizens with their closest village. Using this population distribution, instead of the globally available estimates in WorldPop used in other countries, produces a very similar RAI result. Incorporating such nationally accepted data collection presents a trade-off for global monitoring, however it builds country-level ownership and promotes sustained and continual data collection. 
In Kenya, the agency responsible for maintaining the road network has recently calculated an RAI value based on a newly updated road condition survey, partnering with the National Bureau of Statistics to leverage national census and rural/urban boundaries and share results. The United Kingdom’s Office of National Statistics has furthered the research into the use of alternate data sources, including open source information, where more traditional data is missing. The NSO in Colombia (DANE) has also recently experimented with a more refined geospatial approach for calculating the RAI, incorporating national data.
Various development and research institutions have also continued to contribute to the agenda. Work is being done on utilizing satellite imagery to identify roads and road quality, with a presentation made at the recently held UNOOSA/Austria Symposium on Space and the SDGs. Open source data is also being explored, with the use of Open Street map data leveraged to approximate global results. Finally, to support dissemination of the indicator and methodology, GIS tools have been created and an online portal is being established to promote knowledge sharing. 
4. Results of the pilot studies and list of countries consulted that are regionally representative
8 pilot countries were included in the initial methodology development: Kenya, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Uganda, Mozambique, Zambia, Nepal and Bangladesh. Results for these countries were shared as part of the methodological paper published by the World Bank in 2016. Additional countries have been incorporated since, including Armenia, Burundi, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Nigeria, Peru, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, and Somalia. The RAI has also been calculated by national agencies in several instances, with the World Bank reviewing as custodian agency. 
5. Conclusion
The RAI has been gathering momentum over the past several years, growing from a pilot effort by the Work Bank into an indicator which is beginning to be incorporated into national level systems for their own rural roads operations and reporting. Research has continued to grow around the RAI, with geospatial tools, refined techniques, and alternate data sources being investigated by a wide range of institutions. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In light of the accepted methodology for measuring the RAI and growing country data and ongoing collaborations with NSOs, the RAI is ready to be promoted to Tier II. 
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