Tier re-classification requests TEMPLATE
Note: This document is provided as a template for the 1-2 page summary that should accompany your request for tier re-classification for the Tier III indicator by 1 October 2018 or on a rolling basis thereafter.

Additional information/documentation that should accompany the summary include:
- Draft metadata (Word file only please)
- Full methodology development narrative (including list of pilot countries, data and other results from pilot studies)
- Any other relevant material you would like to provide


Indicator Number and Name: 17.17. 1 Amount of United States dollars committed to (a) public-private partnerships
Custodian Agency(ies): World Bank
Current Tier: Tier 3
Proposed Tier: Tier 2

1.   Background and rationale for indicator re-classification 
The World Bank Group has been collecting data since 1990 on part (a) of indicator 17.17.1 (Amount of United States dollars committed to public-private partnerships) for the infrastructure sector. This data has been collected for 139 countries classified by the World Bank as low and middle-income countries.  The database is publicly available, and it has a well-established methodology. The data is regularly updated in semi-annual basis.  
2.  Information on how and when the methodology has become an international standard and who is the governing body that approves it
There has not been a formal process for the methodology to become international standard. However, when the database was originally created, there was an advisory group composed by international experts within Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) that provided inputs in the formulation of the methodology. 
Currently, the database goes through an extensive internal review process. The initiative is evaluated every two to three years with experts within the Bank as well as academics outside the Bank. The WBG collects and approve the updates in the database every six months and discloses the information in the database website http://ppi.worldbank.org. In addition, the database has passed the methodological requirements of the World Development Indicator database and it is available in its website. Very importantly, the PPP units within governments provide feedback to the database.  
3.   Development and testing of the methodology (please also include information on how NSSs, and in particular NSOs, are involved in methodology development, data collection and data validation)
The methodology for the existing database is well stablished.  The Methodology is publicly available at the website: http://ppi.worldbank.org/methodology/ppi-methodology. Neither NSS nor NSOs were involved in the development of the methodology. However, there has been an expert committee within the Bank that has reviewed the original methodology. In addition, the database goes through an internal review process every two to three years where WBG experts as well as academics are invited to participate. Feedback provided by users is incorporated on an ongoing basis. 
We work with PPP units of national governments to validate the data as well. When users find mistakes in the data or missing projects they have channels to report the information (for example challenging the data through the website). Feedback is incorporated on an ongoing basis. While there is not a formal system to validate the data with the countries, there is already a database of PPP units around the world that can be used for formal data validation. While neither NSS nor NSOs were involved in the development of the methodology, the WBG is eager to work with them in addition to the PPP units to validate the data for the purposes of SDG monitoring.
4.  Results of the pilot studies and list of countries consulted that are regionally representative
The database has been collected since 1990 and it includes 139 countries classified by the World Bank Group as emerging markets and development economies. Currently, the database does not cover OECD/DAC 1 countries due to lack of resources to cover the cost of such expansion. However, methodologically there is no constraints to expand the database to the additional countries. If this indicator becomes tier 2, then there will be incentives within the Bank to mobilize resources to increase the geographical coverage.
5.  Confirmation/explanation of joint submission with other partner/co-custodian agencies (if applicable)
No other partners are involved in this submission.
6.  Conclusion
We are requesting the reclassification of indicator 17.17.1 (a) from tier 3 to tier 2. The World Bank Group has collected data on the indicator focusing on infrastructure since 1990 for 139 countries classified as low and middle income.  This data has a well-established methodology that is reviewed periodically by PPP experts. The database is updated in semi-annual basis and is available publicly in the database website (http://ppi.worldbank.org ) and in the World Development Indicators.  If this indicator is reclassified as tier 2, then the team will mobilize resource to expand the geographical coverage to include high income countries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Currently we collect information on infrastructure. If IEAG members deem it important data can be collected on education and health PPPs as well, pending resource availability. However, the methodology for collecting that data would be the same.
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